The Bethany College "Messenger" of Feb. 5, 1960

}PrOfessoi* Obi Writes For

Nigerian Newspapers

by Ramona Hawkinson

© Bethany College’s assistant
professor of physics and mathe-
matics, Mr. Enuenwemba Obi,
serves not only in that capacity
‘bt writes for the newspapers
ag well.. He has always been in-
terested in writing, and says that
he writes not only for his own
enjoyment but also for the bene-

fit of others, particularly hi% Ni-

gerian countrymen.

Mr. Obi came to ‘the . United
States from Nigeria in Fehruary,
1852, and studied at McPherson
College, at the University of Ne-
braska, and at the University of
Kansas Cily before spending the
past three years feaching. He
has been writing for West Afri-
Can newspapers since about 1955,
his articles being published in
The West African Pilet, The Ni-
gerion Citizen, and two  other
newspapers with a wide circula-
tion. The Bethany professor
feels that his purpose in writing,

Student Union to Be
Pikiblad Memorial

The Bethany College Board of
Directors has voted to name the
proposed student union the Pihl-

blad Memorial Union in memory
of Dr. Ernst P;h]blad th1rd Presi.
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as well as his philosophy of life,
iz always to seek the good points
on both sides in any situation.
A middle-of-the-road concept, ra-
ther than a wholesale conformity,
iz his object.,

West Africa hag, in the' past
few years, made remarkable pro-
gress, he feels, and has certain-
ly not remainéd backward. Since
Nigeria, Mr. Obi's home, has
been faced with many controver-
gies, he has taken the time to
observe and commient upon these
happenings from an interested
yet detached point of , view.

" On Nuclear Testing

His maost recently published ar-
ticle, in The Nigerien Citizen,
has urged West Africans fo unité
in megotiating with France on
nuclear testing in  the Sahara
Desert. He feels that Nigeria'
is especially susceptible to Tall-
out from nuclear testing hecause
of its climatic econditions. In the
first place, Nigeria has a very
heavy rainfall--170 inches per
vear, with the amount reaching
300 inches in southeast Nigeria.
Thls much rainfall does not al-
low the radicactive particles to
float up and away into the at-
mosphere; rather,~the rainfall
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brings these. particles to the sur-
‘face of the earth. Furthermore,
the Sahara wind system, the Har-
mattan, is exfremely powerful,
blowing from the northeast al-
maost continuously for about four
months during the year. These

two conditions, rainfall and wind |

gystem, combined, make Niger-
ia a danger spot when France
beging its nuclear tests.

Mr. Obi said . that Nigeria a-
lone has no chance of persuad-
ing France to take sll preecau-
tions possible to minimize the
danger of fall-out, The danger
prevails in other countries as
‘well. Therefore, the terzitories
In West Africa must appeal to

'Franee as a united group, and

‘will no doubt be forced to strike
a4 bargain. France desperately
needs African raw materials, and
'Africa needs French considera-
tion In nueclear testirig. West
Africa is hoping for - successful
negotiations,

Socialism vz Démocracy .

One of Mr. Obi’s other articles
dealt with the problem of dem-
ocracy versus socialism in an in.
dependent Nigeria. He empha.
sized the point that communism
Iz not at all the same as so-
cialism, -ag contrary to the opin-
ion many people hold. The fact
that both Britain and Americh
employ socialism In certain forms
and situations was brought out,
ag was the idea that these forms
have worked out well. A sug.
gestion made by Mr. Obi was
that the government be solely in
charge of Nigeria’s economic pol-
iey.

Ancther contrwersy in Nigeria
dealt with the universities re-
ﬂenﬂy established in that fedép

ation. 'There was much dlsa'

greement over whether their sys.
tem of organization should Tollow
the intellectual Britlsh pattern,

‘ |with subject material’ ﬁemg‘iﬁé

| either try to separate them,

oy

important thing, and ﬂrganlzed
on a perpendicular basis; or the|
practical American pa’tl:ernhwith i
technique the primary concern,
and organized on a hoﬂzenfal
basis, Mr., Obl sdid that as: jret
British influence having beenso
great and having lasted Inr'so
long, -their ideas still prevailihg
in most instances. - However;: fhe
emphasis is shifting from -acas
demic to technical, and Nigdfia
now has three technical colleges.
Future Foreign Policy’ ./
An article dealing with {heid
foreign policy controversy inﬁl‘il- t
gerla Is now being written herl'f b
Obi, His question is, "'WhEJL”Nr "
geria attains independence, t!:ten
what? Should she. ally with- lhq!
East or West, or should she re-f
main neutral? He clarlf'mih
feeling -with the Tollowing? exs
ample: “If I saw two men fight-}-
ing on a street corner, I would!®
not join ene in helping to beat
the other, would I?  No, [ would(®
do one of two.things, T woulg/H
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would turn my eyes se I ‘could
not see them.” And he feels tha
Nigeria's forelgn policy, might
this way: rather than ‘allying
with the East or with the "We
and, perhaps, becoming annl
lated by either choice, mgm
should bring in a third. forc
joining with the neutral pj_‘ )
to lessen the influence’s &
East and West." - And he, ;ugg"
two solutions © for intemaﬁn
defense: either that the Unf
Nations be entirely in charge
defense, controlling all wea:
or that every nation be somehoy
granted ‘equal atomie power.’;
Mr. Obi is proof that 'pl‘ﬂfeit
S0I'S devote themselves Entl ¥
o pne field of mter&st. o
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